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bridge she "built over tlie Lea. Once being on horseback, in danger
of perisMng while passing the riyer Lea at Oldf ord, in gratitude
for her preservation she built the first arched bridge ever known
in England, a little higher up the stream, called by the Saxons
Bow-bridge. She built it at the head of the town of Stratford ;
likewise Charmers-bridge, over a tributary stream of the Thames.
Matilda founded the hospital at St. Giles-in-the-Eields, and one
called Christ-Church. This excellent queen also directed her
attention to the important object of making new roads, and re-
pairing the ancient highways that had fallen into decay during
the stormy years which succeeded the peaceful and prosperous
reign of Tier great uncle, Edward the Confessor.

Mean time the conjugal affection which subsisted between Henry
and Matilda excited the ridicule of the Norman nobles, who nick-
named them Leof ric and Godiva.

CHAPTER H.

THE invasion of duke Robert, Henry's eldest brother, on his
return from the Holy Land, took place in the second year of
Matilda's marriage. King Henry's fleet, being manned with
Korman seamen, revolted, and brought their duke Robert in
triumph to Portsmouth, where he was joined by the majority of
the Anglo-Norman baronage. Robert, too, had his partisans
among the English, for Edgar Atheling so far forgot the interests
of his niece, queen Matilda, as to espouse the cause of Ms friend
Robert, who marched direct to Winchester, where Matilda then
lay-in with her first-born child, William, surnamed by her people
Atheling. When this circumstance was related to him, he relin-
quished his purpose of storming the city, saying, " that he would
not begin war by an assault on a woman in childbed/' Matilda
duly appreciated this generosity of her royal brother-in-law and
godf aiher, and negotiated peace between him, and her husband, by
compounding Robert's claims for a pension of 3000 marks.

After the peace Henry invited Robert to become his guest at
the court, where the easy-tempered duke was feasted and enter-
tained by his royal god-daughter Matilda, who, in her love of
music, and the encouragement she bestowed on minstrels, quite
coincided with his tastes. So much did Robert enjoy his sojourn
at Henry's court, that he stayed there upwards of six: months,
though his presence was greatly required i#. his own dominions*